








Said project involves “a pear storage facility in Medford, Oregon.
It's a pretty interesting building,” says Paulius. “They harvest the
pears in August but obviously the holiday season is their big
rush time. They need to inhibit the ripening of these pears to
preserve them. So we're designing a specialty cold storage
facility with ethylene and humidity controls which maintains
the quality of the pears for a few months.”

VPA is also currently working on “a new seafood processing
facility for Halperns’ [seafood and steak company] in Atlanta,
Georgia. We did a facility for them back in the 1990s and they've
chosen to expand this facility and add a larger, dedicated
seafood processing area with additional freezer space. We are
in the midst of assisting them with that project,” he continues.

VPA stands out from its competitors by virtue of the fact it often
takes an equity rolein its projects. “If the client has a good credit
rating, we go out and secure the financing,” explains Paulius.

“We will either utilize our existing inventory of land or assist the
client in acquiring new property. Then we will plan, design and
construct the building according to their requirements and
lease it back to them.”

The firm also manufactures its own concrete to maintain con-
sistent quality and supply during construction projects. This
capability came in handy when VPA was working on an irra-
diation shield for a sterilization plant at the Steris Isomedix
Services facility in Chester Industrial Park, Chester, New York.
“That project was unique because of the amount of concrete
required. The shield called for six-foot thick walls and three-
foot thick floors — the amount of concrete was tremendous in
that project. We erected one of our mobile batch plants on-site
so we could control the clock and have better quality control,”
recalls Paulius.

Indeed, much of the company’s work is still self-performed.
“For Kontos or anything local we'll self-perform almost every-
thing except for the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and »
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